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of fidelity. "He is come to Sicily with the pirate
William the Fat to usurp the throne; to say of the
infant Frederick, < This is the heir, let us slay him, and
take possession of his inheritance.' He is leagued with
the Saracens; he is prepared to glut their throats with
Christian blood, to abandon Christian wives to their
lusts*" Towards the Saracens, nevertheless, Innocent
expresses himself with mildness; " if they remain faith-
ful to the King, he will not merely maintain, he will
augment their privileges." The Pope went further:
he addressed a solemn admonition to the Saracens.
" They knew by experience the gentleness of the Apos-
tolic See, the barbarity of Markwald. They had been
eye-witnesses of his cruelties, the drowning in the sea,
the roasting of priests over slow fires, the flagellation of
multitudes. He who was so cruel to his fellow Chris-
tians would be even more ruthless to strangers, to those
of other, rites and other creeds. He who could ungrate-
fully and rebelliously rise against the son of his liege
lord would little respect the rights of foreigners; all
oaths to them would be despised by one who had broken
all his oaths to the Eoman See."8 With still more
singular incongruity, he assures the Saracens that he
has sent as their protectors the Cardinal of St. Laurence
in Lucina, the Archbishops of Naples and Tarentum, as
well as his own relatives John the Marshal and Otho of
Palumbria.* Markwald, notwithstanding these denun-
ciations and addresses, pursued his way and appeared
before Palermo.

In Apulia, warlike cardinals, and even James the
Marshal, the cousin of the Pope, though he showed
considerable military skill as well as valour, were no
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